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Rostock, September 19, 2025
To:

o The Executive Board of the German Society for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,
Psychosomatics and Psychotherapy (DGKJP), Berlin

o The Chair of the Professional Association for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,
Psychosomatics and Psychotherapy in Germany (BKJPP), Mainz

e The Chair of the Federal Working Group for Leading Clinicians in Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry, Psychosomatics and Psychotherapy in Germany (BAG), Schleswig

Subject: SEGM Conference on “Youth Gender Distress” (Berlin, September 11-14,
2025)

Dear members of the DGKJP Executive Board, dear BKJPP, dear BAG,
It is with grave concern that we report that organizers, scientists, and participants in the Society
for Evidence-Based Gender Medicine (SEGM) conference on the topic Youth Gender

Distress (Berlin, September 11-14, 2025) were publicly threatened, defamed, and discriminated
against in deliberate attempts to damage their reputations and professional activities.

Examples include:

o the Emma magazine article of September 17, 2025, entitled “Trans activists threaten
scientists " [1], and



o Instagram posts [2] openly promoting activist interventions by the alliance Transfeinde
Stressen (“Stressing Transphobes™), aiming to disrupt or prevent a scientific meeting on
evidence-based gender medicine.

Colleagues such as Prof. T. Banaschewski and Prof. F. Zepf—internationally recognized
professors of child and adolescent psychiatry—were depicted in posters

resembling wanted notices under the heading “Know your enemy.” These images, arranged
within circles suggestive of crosshairs, were accompanied by baseless allegations of “hate
speech” and pseudoscience. The alliance itself explained that the pixelated design of its posts
was meant to resemble old video games [3]—a clear allusion to violent gaming imagery.

Such intimidation is unacceptable. It must not be tolerated or tacitly justified by DGKJP, BKIPP,
or BAG.

This campaign was supported by the German Society for Trans* and Intersex Issues (DGTI) and
the German Federal Association of Trans (BVT). The BVT also had voting rights in the recent
S2k guideline development. The BVT described the SEGM conference in Berlin as “a platform
for transphobic positions and pseudoscientific arguments” [4]. These claims are false.

The alliance Transfeinde Stressen also posted / reposted on an event by the Interventionist Left
(IL) [5]). The IL is listed in the report of the German Federal Office for the Protection of the

Constitution and is supposed to be linked to the left-wing extremist spectrum. It should also be
noted that some individual State reports describe a compatibility with militant forms of action.

Meanwhile, SEGM has been falsely labeled a “hate group.” In reality, SEGM is dedicated to
evidence-based care for vulnerable individuals. Its recent public statement refutes such
accusations [6]. SEGM’s President, Dr. Roberto D’ Angelo—an openly gay psychiatrist and
psychoanalyst from Australia—reiterated this commitment in his opening address [7]. Many
SEGM members are themselves members of the LGBTQ community.

If conducting systematic reviews (the highest level of medical evidence synthesis), applying
evidence-based standards in the care of vulnerable youth, or attending a scientific conference on
these topics is considered “hateful,” then the very foundations of modern medicine are under
threat. This must not be accepted.

The Berlin SEGM conference was officially endorsed by the International Association of Child
and Adolescent Psychiatry and Allied Professions (IACAPAP) [9]. The European Society for
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (ESCAP) supported it as well, with Governing Board member
Prof. M. Drobni& Radobuljac presenting ESCAP’s position paper [10]. Dr. Klaus Reinhardt,
President of the German Medical Association, also delivered a welcoming address.

As initiators of Resolution Ic-48, adopted at the 128" German Medical Assembly in 2024, which
affirms the medical duty to care for youth with gender dysphoria, we condemn these actions in
the strongest terms. We expect DGKJP, BKJPP, and BAG to take a clear stance. Professional
associations must protect their members and defend evidence-based medicine for vulnerable
children and adolescents.



We also find it troubling that the DGKJP board approved the S2k guideline on gender
incongruence and dysphoria in children and adolescents—developed solely by consensus, not the
actual evidence. As physicians bound by the Declaration of Geneva we cannot accept that
irreversible interventions such as sex reassignment surgery, puberty blockers, or cross-sex
hormones are recommended in the way as currently expressed in the new German S2k guideline,
given the lack of supporting evidence [11-12].

SEGM'’s methodological analysis shows that the new S2k guideline contains substantial—
sometimes verbatim—borrowings, with or without attribution or reference, from WPATH
Standards of Care Version 8 [13]. Here again, the stated positions of DGKJP, BKJPP, and BAG
are absent.

To date, neither the guideline group, the BVT, nor the DGTI have distanced themselves
from Transfeinde Stressen. The DGTI even actively supported them. The silence of DGKJP,
BKIJPP, and BAG is, therefore, unacceptable.

Associations that discredit colleagues instead of engaging in scientific dialogue should not be
involved in medical guideline development. We urge you to exclude the BVT and any activist
groups unwilling to engage in rigorous evidence-based discourse—and who instead support or
tolerate intimidation—from participation in future guideline processes.

We hope this letter encourages you to take a clear medical position on this matter. We remain
available for discussion.

Sincerely,
e Dr. J. Placke (President, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Medical Association)

o Dr. A. Gibb (Vice President)
o Prof. J. Buchmann (Vice President)



